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The following are the EA Dressage rule changes effective 1/1/12 
 

Rule No Heading Details 

1.6.2 Persons Who May 
NOT Officiate as a 
Judge of a 
Competition 

Add as the first dot point the following: 

¶ if a competitor in the completion is a family member  
 

1.11 Eligibility of Young 
Riders 

Change the heading to read as follows: 
Eligibility of Juniors and Young Riders 

1.11 Eligibility of Young 
Riders 

Amend the 3
rd

 dot point to read: 

¶ competitors cannot compete both as a Junior (14-18 years) and Young Rider (16-
21 years) at the same event 

1.11 Eligibility of Young 
Riders 

Delete the 1
st

 dot point and add the following 2 dot points in its place: 

¶ horses must exceed 149cm with shoes or 148cm without shoes 
¶ ponies must not exceed 149cm with shoes or 148 cm without shoes 

1.12.2 Conditions of Entry 
for Official 
Competition - Horses 

Amend the 5
th

 dot point to read as follows: 

¶ only enter and compete in two consecutive levels ……… 
Amend the 6

th
 dot point to read: 

¶ at Preliminary to Advanced level – enter no more than 3 tests in one day – may 
include a freestyle test 

Add as the 7
th

 dot point: 

¶ at FEI level - may only compete in 2 competitions per day – may include a freestyle 
test 

1.12.4 Riders Add the following dot points: 

¶ a Junior may only enter and compete in either Junior or Official competitions at 
the same event but not both 

¶ a Young Rider may only enter and compete in Young Rider and Official 
competitions at the same event but not both Deleted 15/01/2012 

1.14 Eligibility of Horses 
and Ponies for Each 
Level 

In an effort to make the intent of the grading system clearer the following wording has 
been changed: 
 

¶ in Official competitions the following criteria apply at the closing date of entries  

¶ upgrading points are only accrued at levels ABOVE the current grading e.g. graded 
Novice can only gain upgrading points in Elementary and above 

¶ upon gaining 30 points in any higher level than the horse/pony is graded as 
defined in the table below, that horse/pony may not compete in any level below 
that grade except once a horse/pony gains 30 grading points in higher levels than 
their current grading they are then graded at the next consecutive level e.g. a 
horse currently graded Novice, competes Elementary and Medium and he gains 
grading points at both of these levels. When 30 grading points are accumulated 
whilst competing at these levels (or even higher) the horse is then upgraded to 
Elementary 

¶ horse/pony can only be upgraded one level at a time 
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Rule No Heading Details 

1.14 Eligibility of Horses 
and Ponies for Each 
Level 

Level Points Required 

¶ Preliminary horses/ponies with less than 30 points in Novice or 
above 30 upgrading points gained in Novice and above 

¶ Novice horses/ponies with less than 30 points in Elementary or 
above 30 upgrading points gained in Elementary and 
above 

¶ Elementary horses/ponies with less than 30 points in Medium or 
above 30 upgrading points gained in Medium and above 

¶ Medium horses/ponies with less than 30 points in Advanced and 
above 30 upgrading points gained in Advanced and 
above 

¶ Advanced horses/ponies with less than 30 points in FEI 
competitions 30 upgrading points gained in FEI 
competitions 

¶ Prix St Georges 
and Intermediate 
I  

horses/ponies that have on two occasions achieved 60% 
or above in Official Advanced competitions. In the event 
that the competitions are held at the one event, they must 
be judged by a different panel of judges 
For FEI International events e.g. CDIs, horses must have a 
performance of 60% or above at the respective 
competition level to be eligible 

¶ Intermediate I I 
and Grand Prix  

horses/ponies that have on two occasions achieved 60% 
in Intermediate I for entry to EA competitions 
For FEI International events e.g. CDIs, horses must have a 
performance of 60% or above at the respective 
competition level to be eligible  

¶ FEI  Pony  ponies graded at least Elementary 

¶ FEI Young Rider 
(CDI-Y) 

horses that have gained 60% or better at Prix St Georges 

 

1.15 Restrictions on FEI 
Competition Entries 

Amend the 2
nd

 dot point to read as follows: 
¶ Grand Prix Special is limited to the 15 highest-placed combinations in the Grand 

Prix. Such combinations must have achieved at least 58% in the Grand Prix 
competition 

Add the following as the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 dot points: 

¶ the Prix St Georges and Intermediate I tests are the qualifying tests for the 
Intermediate freestyle 

¶ the Grand Prix is the qualifying test for the Grand Prix freestyle 
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Rule No Heading Details 

2.6 Whip Add the following dot points: 
Amend the 2

nd
 dot point to read as follows: 

¶ a whip may be carried and used by a competitor in FEI level tests at all 
events in Australia except 

ü State and Australian Championships (including, 5- and 6-year-old 
Young Horse 

ü National Young Rider and Pony Championships 
ü FEI-sanctioned competitions (CDIs) 
ü International events or special qualifying competitions for 

World Championships and Olympic Games 
In FEI competitions at National and State Championships: 

¶ entering the dressage arena with a whip – a penalty of 2 points will be deducted 
from each judge (this is not an error of course) 

¶ carrying a whip in a test longer than 3 movements will entail elimination 
Amend the 3

rd
 dot point to read as follows: 

¶ only the rider when riding, walking or leading or lunging a horse (lunge 
whip allowed) is allowed to carry one whip, maximum 1.2m, anywhere on 
the ground 

¶ when lunging a horse a lunging whip is allowed 

2.7 Coats Amend to read as follows: 
Wearing coats is optional in hot weather., at the discretion of the OC. If a rider chooses not 
to wear a coat, then the shirt should must be light coloured and: 

¶ the collar must be either a rat catcher or a business style collar 

¶ there must be sleeves - either long or short sleeves 

2.9 Saddle and 
Saddlecloths 

Add the following words to the first dot point: 
¶ a fully-mounted Dressage type (including all-purpose) saddle (black or brown only) 

of traditional or treeless construction is compulsory, and may be used with or 
without a saddlecloth 

2.10 Bridles. Nosebands 
and Bit 

Add as dot points: 

¶ bridles must be black or brown 

¶ padding is allowed on bridles 

2.10.1 Bits Delete first dot point: 

¶ Wrapping of bits is not permitted 
Amend the first star to read: 
× m e t a l  o r  r i g i d  p l a s t i c  a n d  m a y  b e  c o ve r e d  w i t h  r u b b e r  o r  l a t e x  

Dele te  the  3
r d

 s ta r  and  the  f i r s t  do t  po in t : 
× rigid plastic snaffle bits and bridoons made only of metal must meet the 

following criteria: 
¶ all parts of the bit coming into the horse’s mouth must be of metal (not 

necessarily the same metal) 
Amend the last star as follows: 

× Also permitted but not illustrated: 
¶ half-moon — port-mouth — curved there must be a straight line 

from the rings 
¶ rubber or synthetic bit – both jointed and unjointed 
¶ sweet iron bit  
¶ rubber covered or synthetic bit  

2.10.2 Double Bridles Add the following to the end of the first paragraph – ‘The upper cheek must not be longer 
than the lower cheek.’ 

2.17 Gear Steward’s Check 
List 

Amend the graph as follows: 
Short Coat – delete the words ‘optional with safety helmet’ 
Under coat – amend to read ‘Tail coat – black, dark blue or other colour as per 2.1.4 
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Rule No Heading Details 

2.18 Curbs Add the following to the diagrams: 

 
 

2.19 Nosebands Add the following diagram: 

 
2.20 Lunging Add a new number and the following diagrams: 

  
3.8 Dismounting Amend the heading to read ‘Dismounting/Fall’ 

 
Amend 3

rd
 dot point to read as follows: 

¶ any fall of the horse and/or rider between the entry at A and the end of the test at 
the final salute will entail elimination from that competition 

3.13 Scale of Marks Add as a dot point under the table the following: 

¶ All half marks from 0.5 to 9.5 may also be used both for movements and collective 
marks, at the discretion of the judge – this also includes Freestyle competitions 

3.20 Prize Money Delete the 3
rd

 diamond under the 2
nd

 dot point: 
× Royal Show Dressage 

3.21.2 Associate 
Competitions 

Amend the table to read that H level judges can judge Associate Preliminary on their own 
 
Amend the table to read that H level judges can judge Associate Novice competitions with 
another H level judge or NOAS accredited judge 
 
Amend the ** under the table to read - ** The 2

nd
 judge can be another H level judge or an 

NOAS accredited judge of at least F level 
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Rule No Heading Details 

3 Appendix B Add the following as Appendix B: 

  

 
4 Roles of Officials Add the following to the end of the preamble – ‘All Official must abide by the Equestrian 

Australian Code of Conduct for Officials.’ 

4.3 Technical Delegate Add the following: 
In relation to the appointment by the ADC, OCs must submit suggested TD names by 31 
August each year for the following year’s events. 

4.7 FEI Steward Add new rule: 

¶ an FEI Steward is to be appointed for FEI Events 

¶ the FEI Steward for these events is to be appointed by the Dressage Steward 
General & ADC to ensure that all FEI Stewards are getting the opportunity to 
maintain their accreditation 

¶ OC’s are to submit recommended names to the ADC by 31 August each year. 

5 Young Horse Amend the refer to Young Pony at the end of the preamble to read as follows; 
Young Horse rules and tests may also be used to conduct Young Pony competitions. These 
rules also apply to Young Pony competitions. 

5.1 General Conditions Amend the 2
nd

 dot point to read as follows: 

¶ in all YH FEI tests competitions the trot is to be executed sitting unless specified 
rising  

5.1 General Conditions Add the following dot point: 

¶ Errors of Course 
ü 1

st
 error – 0.5 pt 

ü 2
nd

 error – 1.0 pt 
ü 3

rd
 error - Elimination 
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Rule No Heading Details 

5.1.1 Judges Amend to read as follows: 
¶ all Young Horse qualifying competitions must only be judged by at least two 

accredited NOAS-accredited Young Horse judges  
¶ at least two suitably accredited judges are required to judge all YH competitions 
¶ at State the Australian Final and State Young Horse Championships, including 

the Consolation Final must be judged by NOAS accredited Young Horse judges or 
FEI-accredited judges - there may be a 3

rd
 judge who is a recognised foreign 

Young Horse specialist 
¶ at the Australian Final the Ground Jury must consist of 3 judge – at least two 

must be accredited FEI Young Horse judges (one of whom must be a foreign 
judge). The third judge can be either an NOAS Young Horse judge or a foreign 
Young Horse specialist 

¶ the appointment of all Judges for the Australian final must be accredited Young 
Horse Judges with the EA or the FEI and their appointment approved by the ADC 

¶ the judges will sit together at E or B. However, where the arena layout does not 
provide room for this positioning the judge may sit at C 

5.1.2 Dress and Saddlery Add a new 6
th

 dot point: 

¶ the minimum diameter of the mouthpiece of the snaffle bit must be at least 14mm 
– refer to 2.10.1 

5.2 Conduct of Qualifying 
Events 

Amend the 4 year old Mandatory Round to read: 

¶ 4YO FEI Young Horse test for 4-year-olds 
 

Delete 3
rd

 dot point re judges – now included in 5.1.1 

5.3 State Young Horse 
Championships 

Add a new dot point: 

¶ the competitors state of origin must be included in the start list, draw and 
programme 

5.3.1 Tests to be Ridden at 
State YH C’Ships with 
2 Rounds 

Under Second Round for 4 year old – delete the word Preliminary 

5.3.2 First Qualifying 
Round 

Delete 2
nd

 dot point re judges – now included in 5.1.1 
Amend the new 2nd dot point to read: 
¶ top 10 placings (including equals) will go forward into the second round provided 

they have attained a score of no less than 6.5 (65%) in the first round 
Move the 3

rd
 dot point from 5.3.3 to be the last dot point 

¶ the mark from the first round will not carry forward to the second round 

5.3.3 Second Qualifying 
Round 

Delete the 2
nd

 dot point – now included in 5.1.1 
 

5.4.1 Administration Amend the 2
nd

 point to read as follows: 

¶ the ADC must appoint approve the appointment of the TD and approve the judges 
Add a new dot point: 

¶ the competitors state of origin must be included in the start list, draw and 
programme 

5.4.2 Eligibility for 
Australian Young 
Dressage Horse 
Championships 

Add as the first dot point: 

¶ horses must exceed 149cm with shoes or 148cm without shoes 
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Rule No Heading Details 

5.4.4 4 Year Old Horses Amend the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 dot points to read as follows: 

¶ the Ground Jury to consist of 3 judges – at least two must be accredited FEI Young 
Horse judges (one of whom must be a foreign judge). The third judge can be either 
an FEI, NOAS EA Young Horse judge or a foreign Young Horse specialist 

¶ all judges will sit stand together on the outside of the arena at E or B 
Amend the 6

th
 dot point to read as follows: 

¶ horses will be unsaddled outside the arena and then as directed by the steward, 
be re-presented individually to the judges’ in-hand on the centerline recognised at 
X where they will be required to stand up, walk directly away from, and back 
towards the judges in a straight line 

Amend the 10
th

 dot point as follows: 

¶ each group will be allocated approximately 15 (20) 20 minutes 

5.4.5 First Round – 5 & 6 
year old horses 

Amend the 2
nd

 dot point to read as follows: 

¶ the Ground Jury to consist of 3 judges – at least two must be accredited FEI Young 
Horse judges (one of whom must be a foreign judge.) The third judge can be either 
an FEI, NOAS EA Young Horse judge or a foreign Young Horse specialist 

Delete the 5
th

 dot point as follows: 

¶ the top ten combinations from the first round are eligible for the second round. If 
there is equality of placings for 10

th
 place, equal horses must be included in the 

second round, provided they have attained a score of no less than 6.5 (65%) in the 
first round 

5.4.6 Second Round 5 & 6 
Year Olds Horses 

Add as the first dot point the following: 

¶ top 10 placings (including equals) from the first round will go forward into the 
second round provided they have attained a score of no less than 6.5 (65%) in the 
first round 

Amend the 2nd dot point to read: 
the Ground Jury to consist of at least three FEI Young Horse Judges (one of whom must 
be foreign) and sit together at C 

5.4.8 Champion of 
Champions Prize 

Amend to read as follows: 
In the event that a Champion of Champions prize is awarded, a guest rider may ride the 
winner of each age group as an exhibition in front of the judging panel a panel of judges 
who together with the guest rider will determine the overall winner. 

5.5.1 4 Year Old Horses Amalgamate the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 dot points into one dot point to read as follows: 

¶ horses placed from 4
th

 and below with a score of at least 6 (60%) in the Material 
Class are eligible for the Consolation Final 

5.5.2 4 & 6 Year Old Horses Amend to read as follows: 
Horses that are not eligible to compete in the second round will be eligible to compete in 
the Consolation Final providing they have scored at least 6 (60%) 

6.1 Entry , Salute and 
Timing 

Delete the 6
th

 dot point and add the following as the 6
th

 dot point: 

¶ once the bell has sounded the rider has 45 seconds, plus 20 seconds of entry 
music to enter the arena (total of 65 seconds) 

6.3 How to Judge a 
Freestyle – 
Guidelines for Judges 

Add as the first dot point: 

¶ half marks (0.5) for the technical and collective marks may be used at the 
discretion of the judge 

6.5.2 Novice Amend the first dot point to read: 

¶ any movement deliberately shown above the level and which is not included in 
the table of compulsory or permissible movements shall entail elimination will 
result in the scores for the choreography as well as the degree of difficulty being 
no higher than 5 

Add new dot point: 
¶ one change of direction in the leg yield may be shown on either rein, providing 

that the change of direction is clearly shown on a straight line, and the angle and 
bend of the leg yield are shown correctly 
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Rule No Heading Details 

6.5.3 Elementary Amend the first dot point to read: 

¶ any movement deliberately shown above the level and which is not included in 
the table of compulsory or permissible movements shall entail elimination will 
result in the scores for the choreography as well as the degree of difficulty being 
no higher than 5 

6.5.4 Medium Amend the 4
th

 dot point to read: 

¶ one counter change of hand in trot and one in canter is allowed. More than one 
change of direction = final mark for the half passes in the pace in which the 
movement is shown trot and canter half-passes is 0 (zero) regardless of any 
other correctly shown individual half-passes) 

6.6 Equality of Marks Amend to read: 
Ties – In the case of equality in a Freestyle Test for the first 3 places, the higher artistic 
marks will decide on the better placing. In the case of equality for remaining places the 
Athletes are given the same placing. 

6.7 Movements NOT 
Permitted 

Change all ticks to crosses 
 
Add crosses to the following: 
F/Change every 2

nd
 stride – Medium & Advanced 

F/Change every 3
rd

 stride – Medium 
F/Change very 4

th
 stride – Medium 

 
Add the following: 

¶ ½ Pirouette – Canter with cross under Novice, Elementary & Medium 

¶ Counter Change of Hand – Trot & Canter – add cross under Novice & Elementary 
and add 1 only under Medium & Advanced 

6.8 & 6.9  Move both tables to before Annex C 

6.8 EA Levels – 
Compulsory & 
Permitted 
Movements 

Permitted - Add a ‘tick 1 only’ under Medium for the following: 

¶ Trot - Counter change of hand 

¶ Canter – Counter change of hand 
 
Add Permitted – 4 loop serpentine at trot - with a tick under Novice 

8.1 Administration Amend the last dot point to read: 

¶ the competitors state of origin must be included in the start list, draw and 
programme 

8.2 Conditions of Entry Make the following changes: 
× at least one qualifying score to have been obtained by the nominated 

horse/rider combination 
× for Novice – at least 68% 
× for Elementary – at least 65% 
× for Medium and Advanced – at least 62% 
× Prix St Georges and Intermediate I – at least 60% 
× Intermediate II and Grand Prix – at least 58% 

8.3 Competition 
Conditions 

Amend the last dot point to read: 
¶ the Grand Prix Special and Grand Prix Freestyle are limited to combinations 

that have achieved at least 58% in the Grand Prix competition 

8.7.2 Judges Amend 4
th

 dot point 1
st

 star to read: 
× For National competitions no more than two judges are to come from one state, 

per competition 

8.9 Presentation and 
Awards 

Delete the last dot point and add the following : 
¶ where both a CDN and CDI-W are offered, only CDI-W Grand Prix performances 

will count 

  



EA Dressage Rule changes effective 1/1/12 

9 

 

Rule No Heading Details 

8.12 Australian PSG 
Challenge 

Move the last dot to be the 11
th

 dot point and amend to read: 

¶ at their discretion the Selectors, with ADC approval, may invite, in addition to the 
12 above, a maximum of two Wild Card entries to also compete in the Final 

9.7 EA Young Horse 
Judges and 
Accreditation 

Delete the 3
rd

 dot point and then add the following dot point: 

¶ To become Young Horse Judge you must: 
ü be at least C level or above 
ü prior to sitting a Young Horse exam candidates are required to ‘sit in’ on two 

separate occasions with a Young Horse Judge Educator, or visiting 
international judging at a major Young Horse event – all age groups are to be 
covered on at least one occasion 

ü must complete a theory exam with a mark of at least 80% 
ü complete and be assessed as competent in a practical exam 
ü a Young Horse practical examination can only take place where 4, 5 and 6 year 

old competitions are offered – preferably at the premier Young Horse event in 
each state e.g. State Young Horse Championships 

ü in combination, at least 20 horses must be judged over the 3 age groups in the 
practical exam 

9.8.1 To enter the fast 
track scheme 

Add as a new 4
th

 dot point: 

¶ EA NCAS Level 2 or Level 3 Specialist Eventing Coaches; or 

9.8.2 To Become 
Accredited at E Level 

Amend the 2
nd

 dot point to read: 

¶ complete the current H level ORBT with a mark of at least 90% 

9.8.3 To Become 
Accredited at D Level 

Amend the 2
nd

 dot point to read: 

¶ complete the current H level ORBT with a mark of at least 90% 

9.11 Shadow Judging Add as the last paragraph the following: 
A Judge educator/Mentor will be paid, on application to the SDA, $25 per shadow judging 
session regardless of the number of candidates supervised. 

9.11.1 Who can Supervise 
shadow Judging 

Add – Mentors appointed prior to 1/1/12 must attend a Mentors Course before 31/12/12 
to remain a Mentor 
Add – Mentors appointed from 1/1/12 must have attended a Mentors Course before being 
recommended to be appointed 

9.11.2 Ways for a Candidate 
to do Shadow 
Judging 

Add a new dot point: 

¶ Shadow Judging can also be undertaken at Eventing Dressage providing the 
required JE/Mentor as per 9.11.1 is the supervising judge 

ü 1* Eventing Dressage Tests can be used for Novice Shadow Judging 
ü 2* Eventing Dressage Tests are can be used for Elementary Shadow Judging 
ü 3* Eventing Dressage Tests can be used for Medium Shadow Judging. 

9.18.1 Theory exam add to the last dot point ‘This should take approximately 30 minutes.’ 

9.19 How to Become a 
Dressage Judge 

Amend the 7
th

 dot point by deleting the word ‘class’ and insert ‘competition’ 

9.20.1 Lapsed for up to 1 
Year 

Amend 2
nd

 dot point by amending 15 to read 9.15 

9.20.3 Lapsed for more than 
3 years 

Amend this heading to read ‘Lapsed for 3 to 5 years’ 
 
Add new number and heading 9.20.4 – Lapsed for more than 5 years 
Judges whose accreditation has lapsed for more than 5 years must re-enter the system at F 
level and must complete the following: 

¶ be a current EA member in the appropriate category 

¶ participate in an official EA Seminar at F level 

¶ shadow judge at least one entire Novice competition with at least 20 horses 

¶ the supervising judge to be a Judge Educator 

¶ complete an Open Rule Book Test with a mark of at least 90% 

¶ complete the Novice theory exam with a pass of at least 80% 

¶ complete the Novice practical exam 



EA Dressage Rule changes effective 1/1/12 

10 

 

Rule No Heading Details 

9.23 Complaints against 
NOAS judges for 
Judging Standards 

Change the heading to include at the end ‘Including Breaches of the relevant Code of 
Conduct/s’ 

9.25 Requirement to 
remain Accredited 

Amend to read 4 events for H level judges 
 

9.28 Associate 
Competitions 

Amend the table to read that H level judges can judge Associate Preliminary on their own 
 
Amend the table to read that H level judges can judge Associate Novice competitions with 
another H level judge or NOAS accredited judge 
 
Amend the ** under the table to read - ** The 2

nd
 judge can be another H level judge or an 

NOAS accredited judge of at least F level 

9.29 Payment to Judge 
Educators 

Delete the last dot point – ‘all the above fees includes GST’ 
 
Increase the mileage rate from 40 cents to 50 cents per km 

10 Rules for Judges and 
OCs 

Add as Appendix A the attached document re Eventing Dressage 

10.6 Allocation of Marks 
and Scoring 

Amend the 2
nd

 dot point to read as follows: 
¶ all half marks from 0.5 to 9.5 may also be used both for movements and collective 

marks, at the discretion of the judge – this also include Freestyle competitions 
¶ whole marks are to be used except in the following instances: 
× Freestyle tests - half marks (0.5) may only be awarded for all the artistic marks in all 

levels including FEI 

10.9 Payment to Judges Amend the 1
st

 dot point to read a minimum of $30 
Amend the first dot point to read $12 per hour 
Amend the 2

nd
 point to read 50 cents per km 

10.12 Competitions Amend the 1st dot point to read as follows: 

¶ only enter and compete in two consecutive levels ……… 
Amend the 2nd dot point to read as follows: 

¶ only enter and compete in no more than 3 tests in one day ……. 

11 Notes for 
Competitors 

Add the following at the end of the preamble – ‘Please make sure that you have read and 
are familiar with the EA Competitors Code of Conduct.’ 

11.12.1 Reporting Amend last dot point to read: 

¶ entering the arena before the bell may entail a penalty of 2 points per judge 

12.6.2 Time Draw Add a new dot point: 

¶ the competitors state of origin must be included in the start list, draw and 
programme for State and National Championships 

12.7.1 Payment to Judge Amend the 1
st

 dot point to read a minimum of $30 
Amend the first dot point to read $12 per hour 
Amend the 2

nd
 dot point to read 50 cents per km 

12.8.2.2 Allocation of Marks &  
Scoring 

Amend as follows: 
¶ each judge must allot from 10 – 0 marks for each numbered movement 

¶ all half marks from 0.5 to 9.5 may also be used both for movements And collective 
marks, at the discretion of the judge – including Freestyle competitions 

¶ Young Horse competitions - marks to one decimal place may be used in first and 
second round qualifying competition (e.g. trot 7.8) 
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Section 10 – Appendix A 
 
 

EVENTING DRESSAGE 
 

 

The following rules pertain to Eventing Dressage. Further information can be obtained from the EA Eventing Rule 
Book (January 2012). If you are invited to judge Eventing Dressage then it is your responsibility to obtain and be 

aware of the current rules.  

 
1 General 

A Technical Delegate (TD) is always present and can be available to judges at all times during the event to 
assist with rule clarification. Judges should make sure they know who the TD is on the day and that they 

have radio contact to him/her or the Dressage Chief Steward. 

Tests must be ridden from memory ï no callers 
 

2  Arenas 
Construction of Arenas: Arenas must be as safe as possible. Examples of arena construction include plastic chain 

(with intermittent breaks), plastic pipes, ground markings, and painted 10cm x 2.5cm wooden boards placed on the 

ground at corners and markers.  
 

Effective from 1 January 2010 – Arenas constructed with rope and steel pegs CANNOT be used 
 

Dressage tests should be conducted in a 20 m x 60 m arena. When there are a large number of entries and/or 
limited areas available, organisers may conduct tests in a 20 m x 40 m arena, up to and including CNC* level.  

 

3 Dress 
¶ service dress or hunting dress with approved helmet is acceptable at all levels  

¶ in all tests, boots (other than as part of regulation service dress) must be black, brown or black with a 

brown top  

¶ boots must either be long boots in one piece or gaiters of full grain smo oth leather (no suede chapettes 

allowed. 
¶ a top hat and tails may only be worn for in CNC** and above competitions  

 

4 Spurs and Gloves  

¶ the wearing of spurs and gloves during the dressage test is compulsory:  

ü in CNC*** and CNC** competitions  
ü whenever a double bridle is used 

¶ optional in all other competitions  

¶ rowelled spurs are permitted but they must be smooth and free to rotate ï no tines allowed 

¶ spurs capable of wounding a horse are forbidden 

¶ spurs must be of smooth metal  

¶ there must be a shank pointing only  towards the rear, which must be no more than 4.0 cm long  

¶ the end must be blunt  

¶ if the shank is curved, the spurs must be worn only with the shank directed downwards  

¶ óImpulsô and ódummyô spurs are allowed 

 
5 Whips 

It is forbidden to carry a whip of any kind while competing in the arena. However, the use of one whip, with 
a total maximum length of 120 cm, in the practice area is allowed. The whip must be dropped before 

entering the space around the competition arena or the athlete will entail a penalty (s ee below ï Other 

Errors). 
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6 Saddlery 
The following are compulsory: 

6.1 Saddle 
¶ an English-type saddle 

6.2 Snaffle and Nosebands 

¶ a snaffle bridle of which the bit is made of metal, leather, rubber or plastic material is permitted 

at all levels 

¶ it must have ei ther a cavesson noseband OR dropped noseband OR crossed noseband OR flash 

noseband 
¶ nosebands must be made entirely of leather, except for a small disc of sheepskin, which may be 

used in the intersection of the two leather straps of a crossed noseband  

6.3 Double Bridle (permitted only at CNC** and above  
¶ with a cavesson noseband 

¶ curb and bridoon must be made of metal with curb chain made of metal or leather  

¶ a lip strap and rubber or leather cover for the curb chain are optional  

¶ the lever of the curb bit is l imited to 10cm (length below the mouthpiece)  

¶ the ring of the bit must not exceed 8 cm diameter  

¶ the thickness of the bridoon must be such as not to hurt the horse  

6.4 Other 

¶ if metal bits are used, all parts of the bit coming into the horseôs mouth must be of metal (not 

necessarily the same metal) 

¶ a breastplate may be used 
 

7 Prohibited Under Penalty of Elimination 

¶ martingales 

¶ any kind of gadget (such as bearing, side, running or balancing reins etc.)  

¶ earmuffs or earplugs 

¶ any kind of boots or bandages 

¶ bit guards 

¶ fly shields (although these may be permitted under exceptional circumstances)  

¶ nose covers 

¶ seat covers 

¶ any form of blinkers including earmuffs and hoods  

 
8 Reasons for Elimination 

8.1 Statutory elimination by Dressage Judges 
¶ performing a test with im proper saddlery 

¶ performing a test with illegal spurs  

¶ marked lameness. There is no appeal against this decision 

¶ leaving the arena completely with all four feet between the time of entry and the time of exit at A, 

providing that the arena is fully enclosed ( see definition below) 

¶ resistance which prevents the continuation of the test for a period longer than 20 seconds  

¶ 3rd error of course or test  

  
8.2 Discretionary elimination by Dressage Judges 

¶ performing a test with incorrect items of dress  

¶ receiving unauthorised assistance 

 

8.3 Leaving the Arena 
¶ a horse leaving the arena with all four feet between the time of entry at A and the time of exit at A 

will incur elimination if the arena is fully enclosed to the recommended minimum height of 30cms 

and the gate at A has been closed 
¶ a horse leaving the arena with all four feet between the time of entry at A and the time of exit at A 

will be awarded an error of course for the movement if the surrounds are not at least 30cms in 

height or if the arena has intermit tent boards or line marking  

¶ a horse leaving the arena with all four feet between the time of entry at A and the time of exit at A, 
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through the gate at A will be awarded an error of course for the movement if the gate has not been 
closed 

¶ when a horse makes such an ñerror of courseò by leaving the arena with all four feet between the 

time of entry at A and the time of exit at A, the judge at C warns him, by sounding the bell. The 
President then directs him to re-enter the arena at the nearest practical place,  then shows him, if 

necessary, the point at which he must take up the test again and the next movement to be executed  

  
9 Fall of Horse or Rider 

In the case of a fall of horse and/or athlete, the athlete will not be eliminated. He will be penalised by the 
effect of the fall on the execution of the movement concerned and in the collective marks (No 3 and/or No 

4). 

10 Errors of Course 
Every ñerror of courseò, whether the bell is sounded or not, or test will be 

penalised as follows: 
¶ 1st time Two (2) points  

¶ 2nd time Four (4) points  

¶ 3rd time elimination  

 

10.1 Other Errors 
All of the following errors are considered errors and two (2) points will be deducted per error, but they are 

not cumulative and will not result in elimination: (see FEI Eventing Rules 2012 Article 526 1.2.1 & 1.2.2)  

¶ entering the space around the arena with whip  

¶ entering the Dressage arena with whip 

¶ not entering the arena within forty five (45) seconds after the bell, but within ninety (90) seconds  

¶ entering the arena before the sound of the b ell 

 
11 Lameness 

If there is doubt as to the soundness of the horse, the competitor will be allowed to complete the test, and 
any unevenness of pace will be severely penalised. The judge(s) will report the matter to the Technical 

Delegate who will decide if the horse shall be permitted to continue in the competition. If the horse is so 

lame that in the opinion of the judge(s) it ought not to be asked to complete the test, the judge(s) may, 
without appeal, eliminate the competitor.  

 
12 Blood 

Horses bleeding on the flank(s) or bleeding in the mouth, nose or marks indicating excessive use of the whip 
on the flank(s) or the horseôs back, will result in disqualification. (In minor cases of blood in the mouth, such 

as where a horse appears to have bitten its tongue or lip ï Officials MAY authorise, except during a test, 

the rinsing or wiping of the mouth and allow the rider to continue ï any further evidence of blood in the 
mouth will result in disqualification.  

 
13 Dressage Judges 

¶ in certain circumstances the TD may authorise the use of only one judge 

¶ the positioning of judges around the arena is the same as for dressage 

¶ overseas National Judges, certified by their National Federation to be of a particular level of 

qualification, may also be used. 

 

Level of Competition NOAS Level of Judge Number of Judges 

CNC***  D Level & above 2 

CNC** E Level & above 2 

CNC* H Level or above 2 

Pre Novice H Level or above 1 or 2 

 

14 Dressage Tests 
¶ tests are judged under FEI Eventing rules unless specifically noted in the national Eventing rules. If a rule 

is not mentioned in the FEI Eventing rules then the FEI Dressage rule applies. 

¶ specific eventing tests are used along with EA Dressage tests 
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¶ tests must be ridden from memory - no callers 

¶ CNC are National competitions 

¶ CIC and CCI are international competitions 

 
14.1 Number of Tests 

The Organising Committee, as a general guide, may include a maximum of 40 horses per day. Organising 
Committees are advised to inform Judges, prior to the competition, i f it is likely that more than 30 horses will 

be in a class. 
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The following is to be added at the end of Section 12 as Annex A: 

Categories of National Dressage Events 
FEI Recognised Events ς CDIs etc are conducted under FEI Rules and are excluded from this plan 

In order to assist OCs the following summarises the recommended criteria for each category of event below 

 Regular club events including 
Official and Associate 

Competitions 

Regional & Major Club 
Championships 

State Championships National Championship[s 

Participation  Open to all EA members unless 
special rules apply e.g. Club 
members only 

As per rules determined by OC & 
approved by SDAs 

Unrestricted competition, held over 2 
days unless permission granted to 
hold over 1 day. * See Annexe 1 

Open to riders who have obtained 
performances as per National rules 

As per National Rules for a National 
Championships – Section 8 of the rule 
book – Open to horses that exceed 
148cms without shoes or 149cm with 
shoes 

Competitions/Tests No restrictions All tests Official. Nov ï GP to be 
scheduled. Other levels/competitions may 
be offered e.g. Pony or Young Horse. 
Two competitions at each EA level 
required with Champions awarded. * See 
Annexe 1 

All tests Official. Nov to GP. Other 
levels & competitions may be offered 

All tests Official. As per current EA National 
Championship rules in Section 8 of the rule 
book - Elem. to Grand Prix Special 
compulsory 

Passports/ 
Identification papers 

EA papers required for Official. 
Associate, as per EA rules 

EA papers required EA papers required EA papers required 

Prize 
Money/Trophies/Prizes 

EA Dressage rule book applies Rule 3.18/19 Prizes, FA Dressage rule 
book applies. Champion award at each 
level. *See annexe 1. 

EA Dressage rule book applies EA Dressage rule book applies and rules for 
Nat Champs 

Judges Normal EA rules for judges apply Normal EA rules for judges apply. OCôs 
encouraged to use D+ judges with some 
from outside the region. (E.g. C/D judges 
to judge Nov/Elem etc). If E level judge 
used then co judge  must be 2 levels 
above e.g. C 

Normal EA rules for judges apply. OCôs 
encouraged to use interstate judges of 
B level & above and also FEI accredited 
judges 

As per rules for National Championships. To 
be approved by the ADJC 

Appeal Committee Not compulsory Event Chief Judge should be nominated 
by OC and to act as technical assistant 
and also to resolve judging issues if 
necessary. See Rule 4.1 

Full Appeal Committee required. EA 
Dressage rule book applies 

Full Appeal Committee required. Rule 4.2. 
EA Dressage rule book 

Technical Delegate (TD) Highly desirable but not compulsory Highly recommended but not compulsory TD required, appointed by SDA and 
reporting to SDA 

TD required, appointed by ADC and 
reporting to ADC 

National Steward Desirable Highly Desirable Compulsory Compulsory 

Gear Steward Compulsory as per Rule Book Compulsory as per Rule Book Compulsory as per Rule Book Compulsory as per Rule Book 
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 Regular club events including 
Official and Associate 

Competitions 

Regional & Major Club Championships State Championships National Championship[s 

Warm ðup Arena Steward/s Compulsory Compulsory  Compulsory Compulsory 

Horse Inspection Not required Not required Not required.  Inspection required for GP horses. As per 
National Championship rules 

Calendar Application to SDA by August each 
year for following yearôs calendar 

Application to SDA by August each year 
for following yearôs calendar 

Application to SDA by 1 Sept each year 
for following yearôs calendar  

Application to ADC by end of February of 
preceding year 

Draft Schedule Approval Not required. Draft schedule to SDA 6 months prior to 
event highly recommended but not 
compulsory 

Draft schedule to SDA Draft schedule to ADC 6 months prior to 
event 

Programme & Results Results to be recorded on EA 
software (or EA compatible software) 
and uploaded onto a website. 
Uploaded onto National Database 
ASAP and also send to SDA 

Results to be recorded on EA software (or 
EA compatible software) and uploaded 
onto a website. Uploaded onto National 
Database ASAP and also send to SDA 

Results to be recorded on EA software 
(or EA compatible software) and 
uploaded onto a website. Uploaded 
onto National Database ASAP and also 
send to SDA 

Results to be recorded on EA software (or 
EA compatible software) and uploaded onto 
a website. Uploaded onto National 
Database ASAP and also send to SDA 

Stable Security Not compulsory Not compulsory Not compulsory Not compulsory 

Stable requirements Not compulsory Not compulsory Each State to determine a minimum 
number which meets all of their 
requirements for state champs 

Stables available on competition grounds to 
accommodate 90% of horses entered 

Arenas Sand preferred or other suitable 
surfaces (soft grass). Best conditions 
possible for horses taking into 
account weather conditions 

Arena surrounds. EA Dressage rule 
book applies 

At least 1 sand arena is recommended 

Other arenas - sand preferred or other 
suitable surfaces (soft grass) so that 
arenas are the best possible taking into 
account weather conditions. 

Arena surrounds. EA Dressage rule book 
applies 

Preferably 3-4 sand arenas. Must 
include 1 for warm-up. Each state to 
determine suitability of grounds 

Arena surrounds. EA Dressage rule 
book applies 

Minimum of 4 sand arenas required and one 
sand warm-up arena 

Arena surrounds. EA Dressage rule book 
applies 

Camping  Truck & float parking required. 
Camping facilities not compulsory 

Truck & float parking required. Camping 
facilities not compulsory 

Camping sites should be available on 
the ground with access to power, water 
and amenities 

Camping sites for up to 80 campers, incl 
access to power, water and amenities 

Catering Not compulsory Not compulsory To be provided on the competition 
grounds from start of competition 

To be provided on the competition grounds 
from start of competition 

First Aid Highly Desirable Highly Desirable Highly Desirable Compulsory 
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Annexe 1: 
Regional & Major Club Championships - where it is a Championship event, the following applies. Non Championship events must comply with the first 2 dot points below. 

¶ There must be two tests at each EA level 

¶ There must be different judging combinations for each of the above tests 

¶ Champions must be awarded at each level. Championships are decided on points with all horses ranked in each of the two tests. First placed horses will get 30 points, second will get 29 
points, third will get 28 points and so on to the last placed horse. However, if there are 35 competitors in the competitions the first placed horse will get 35 points, 2nd placed horse will get 
34 points etc. The Champion is the horse with the highest combined points of the two tests. In the event of a tie, the horse with the highest collective marks at that level will be deemed as 
the Champion at that level. In the event of a further tie, the horse with the highest percentage in the higher level test will be deemed the Champion 

¶ EA Rule Book (Prizes) applies. With Trophy or at least a Sash for the Champion 

 


