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My dear fiiend, Mr. President, Eric Lette; Internationa! dressage judges: fell

Ow tramers and
coaches.

discuss certain points, with regard to rules and regulations.

The sport of dressage has grown immensely in the last years and there are still developments

that need to be discussed.

I hope my speech will start positive discussions amaong you. At the same time, I hope it will
support riders and trainers to be able to concentrate on good solid basics of dressage. In the
long run, they will be able to achieve higher scores.

@

In the last two or three years, all too often at large national or nternational shows, I have seen
horses that were too short in the neck during most parts or even during the entire test. These
tests were given high scores and were often well placed in the class.

When I say ,Short in the Neck“ , 1 mean that the horses profile no longer shows a freely
carried neck with 2 smooth arch from withers to poll. The poll must remaip the highest point,
with the nose always slightly infront of the vertical. Unfortunately, a short neck is often scored

wrong. This incorrect frame is scored too high, which leads the rider to believe that this is a
correct, acceptable frame for the horse to have.

More important, we should recognize and note the following points. The two main causes of &
short neck are:

1. Too much contact with the mouth or
2. Not enough contact with the mouth.

Let us first establish the characteristics of the correctly going horse.
Firstly, the horse moves forward with an active bending of the joints in the
hindquarters, - ; _
Secondly, this leads to using this impulsion over a supple, swinging back carried
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forward, and
Thirdly, which leads to a freel
highest point. .
'Fourthly, the contact to the tiders hand is even and soft. The horse gives easily
to the bit. :

y carried neck with a giving poll carried as the

If the horse doesn’t fit these characteristics, there ig'a definite reason.

Too much contact to the mouth generally leads to the nose dropping behind the vertical, at the
same time, the poll _is no longer the highest pomt. Without a doubt, this leads to a hindering of

the hind hoof steps at least into the print of the front hoof At the collected trot, the hind hoof
steps at most into the print of the front hoof. At the extended trot, the hind hoof definitely
tracks as far as possible over the print of the front hoof. The neck must reach longer and the
nose must stay infront of the vertical. The horse expresses his full range of motion. With too
much contact and a short neck, the eveness, harmony, and round way of going is no longer
possible. This quick, stiff movement is basically uneven and should be scorred accordingly.

contact, some horses will still passage because they are so willing, but the hindlegs are stilted,
with no bending of the hips, stifles, or hocks. This becomes more obvious in the piaffe, it is
impossible for the horse to move in an acceptable two beat rhythm and swing off the ground.

Too heavy a contact with a short neck will always lead to a stiff poll. the horse will never
lighten up in the bridle.

As a second problem, I mentioned too little contact with the mouth  Thic 1s actually the lack of
willingness to stretch the neck. The horse does not step correctly up onto the bit. Usually, the
mouth is fussy, where the horse is playing with the bit so much that it can be seeq or heard,

With too little contact and 2 short neck, the connection from the hindquarter is lost, it goes
backwards aut the hindquarter, instead of forwards over the back, 1o t‘he mouth and onto the
nders band.  The rider will have a bj g problem controlling the horses hindquarters. One of the



The borse is through when it accepts the aids of the rider fiom back to front, front to back, or

from side to side with no resistance. All aids in the pure sense of the word are allowed to g0
through, this is the base of all training,

Qur cquestrian organization has provided rules and regulations for the judges to follow. The
Judges, together with these rules, can mfluence or stop the incorrect developments of the
dressage sport. : -

Luckily, we all have eyes and clear vision, I only hope that we all leam to clearly recognize
what we are looking at. po .
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Thank ﬁ,'ou



