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The following guidelines, issued by the FEI between 2011 and 2014 have, with the approval of the FEI, been 
amalgamated into this one document and like subjects grouped for ease of reading. 
 
I would like to thank the FEI for giving approval for me to do this so that the information can be provided to 
our National Judges in one document. 
 
This document covers Pirouettes 
 
This document will be updated as further guidelines are issued by the FEI 
 

PIROUETTES 
 
From the FEI Dressage Judge General Ghislain Fouarge – 1/7/11 
Guidelines for the evaluation of Pirouettes 
Canter pirouettes 
Definition: The pirouette (half-pirouette) is a turn of 360 degrees (180 degrees) executed on two tracks, with a 
radius equal to the length of the horse and the forehand moving around the haunches. The forefeet and the 
outside hind foot move around the inside hind foot. The inside hind leg describes a circle as small as possible. 
The horse, slightly bent in the direction in which it is turning, remains “o n the bit” with light contact, turning 
smoothly around, and maintaining sequence and timing of footballs of that pace. The poll remains the highest 
point during the entire movement. 
 
MORE SIMPLE: 
The canter pirouette is a turn on the haunches in canter around the inside hindleg , with the horse bent and 
flexed in the direction of the turn. The radius is equal to the length of the horse. 
 
Positive Points 
Rhythm: Rhythm should be clear, steady and in a genuine three beat before, after and during the pirouette. 
Bending: Bend and flexion is shown in a uniform way to the inside with a supple contact and the head slightly 
in front of the vertical 
 
Collection: The horse bends the haunches, flexes the hind leg joints and really takes weight behind. Lowering 
of the croup and clear self-carriage. 
 
Size: On a small radius and controlled. 
 
Execution: Executed in the correct place with a straight approach and depart. Correct number of strides – 
single pirouette 6-8 strides, half pirouette at least 3-4 strides. The outside hind foot should engage and track 
forward under the body of the horse without any deviation to the outside. The inside hind leg and outside 
front leg are not touching the ground simultaneously. 
 
The pirouette should be centred and the horse should not step out or sideways and not be on a small circle. 
As a general principle the judge should assess the overall potential of the pirouette to develop into the best 
quality. 
 
Evaluation and smaller faults 
For top marks of 9 or 10 the pirouette must be almost on the spot. Up to 1 meter is allowed but any larger 
than this cannot be considered a high quality pirouette. The movement becomes a working pirouette if bigger 
than 2 meters and would not score higher than 5 or even less depending on size. 
 
The rhythm can be slowed very slightly but it has to be the same rhythm as the regular collected canter of the 
horse, the strides should not become laboured. 
The number of strides (6-8 and 3-4) is important and less experienced judges should count them to be certain 
how many have been made. In most cases where the overall impression is good the number of strides is 
correct. When a horse clearly shows too few jumps the mark cannot be higher than 6. 
 
Coming to high in the neck or climbing would not be higher than a 5. Where there is a backward tendency the 
mark would be 5 or less depending on severity. 
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Rhythm in the pirouette 
When the horse changes behind (in cross canter) this is clearly a deviation from the correct rhythm and would 
never score higher than a 4. If the horse looses the canter for just one stride the mark would be 4 but if more 
than 1 stride not higher than 3 (falling in a clear walk or trot). 
 
If the hind legs are almost parallel or together behind for one stride the mark would be 5 but lower if more 
than one stride. These mistakes can be marked more severely when the pirouette is also very large but more 
favourably where the rider has taken a risk and made it very small. 
 
In the pirouette the rhythm appears to be a three beat although with small pirouettes this is almost 
impossible. There is much theoretical discussion based on slow motion recordings but this should not c loud 
the judge ’s assessment. There may be a slight hesitation but the canter gives the impression of a clear beat. 
 
 
Approach to and departure from the pirouette 
The approach should be straight or with a slight shoulder in position. At least one point should be deducted 
when the approach is quarters in. 
 
If, on the approach, the horse looses the canter for one stride but then regains it immediately deduct 1 point. 
 
Where there is much resistance for example clearly against the bit during the approach or many strides are 
lost deduct 2/3 points. 
 
If the pirouette or the half pirouette is not quite completed and the departure is therefore crooked the mark 
would not be higher than 6. When the horse overturns and the control is lost the score would never be higher 
than 4. 
 
The horse should be clearly collected and prepared before the pirouette but not for too long – only 2-3 strides 
(max 4 strides) – and always in a clear quality three beat canter. 
 
If, in the Prix St Georges, the horse changes before the corner marker the fault should be considered in the 
mark for the counter canter and not the one for the pirouette. This is more fair to the rider as the pirouette 
has a co-efficient and may have been shown well. 
Walk pirouettes 
The principles are almost the same as for the canter pirouette. The pirouette is a turn on the haunches from 
walk and executed out of Medium walk (for ponies and young horses) prepared by half halts to shorten the 
steps and to collect the walk to improve the bend of the joints of the hindquarters or directly out of collected 
walk (advanced horses). 
 
The horse does not halt before or after the turn. The walk should be collected, not slow, with active even steps 
in a clear four beat. The horse should show a willingness to close behind. Some horses avoid closing by 
stepping out, crossing the inside hind leg in front of the outside hind leg, stepping sideways or even stepping 
back. In some cases the horse steps wide or loses the clear four beat rhythm. 
 
Evaluation 
If the pirouette is shown a little large but in a good way the mark can still be 7. When the rider makes the 
pirouette very small it should be given a high mark, when the quality and correctness is maintained. 
 
If the pirouettes goes wrong because the horse is for instance overactive, mark more kindly than when the 
mistakes are related to a lesser quality of the riding. 
 
If a horse rears or is very resistant the score cannot be higher than 1 or 2. 
 
It can happen that a walk pirouette is executed in a correct four beat rhythm whilst the collected walk 
between is not regular. The pirouette should be marked positively and points deducted only from the special 
mark for the collected walk itself. 
Contact and mouth problems 
When a horse is presented showing a good acceptance of the contact judges should mark in a very positive 
way in order to encourage good riding. Even where there are small mistakes in the test a good correct contact 
must be rewarded under submission. A faultless test where the contact is forced or showing resistance must 
be considered of a lesser quality. 


